
      

Department of Social Services 
Joint Appropriations Committee Summary Responses 

February 1, 2013 

1. What current activities are you going to stop doing? 
The Department does not plan to discontinue any current significant 
activities. 

2. What activities are you going to change? How? If you have 
significantly redirected resources, please explain. 
The Governor's Behavioral Health Workgroup recently completed its 
recommendations for enhancements to the state's behavioral health care 
services. The Department 'Will implement these recommendations, 
resulting in changes to activities such as assessments for community 
based services to developing specialized behavioral services for nursing 
home residents. For more information on the Behavioral Health 
Workgroup, please see httpl/dss.sd.i:iov/behavioralhealthservices/index.asp. 

3. What new activities are you going to initiate? 
The Department 'Will implement health homes for people on Medicaid with 
high cost. chronic conditions. This was a recommendation of the Medicaid 
Solutions Workgroup. The details of health homes have been developed 
by a stakeholder workgroup comprised of legislators, providers, 
associations, and DSS staff. We 'Will implement health homes within the 
existing Medicaid budget for better care and efficient use of state 
resources. 

DSS 'Wi ll implement other activities that were recommendations from the 
Medicaid Solutions Workgroup such as the "Money Follows the Person" 
initiative and providing enhanced and targeted education for individuals on 
Medicaid so they use emergency room services appropriately. For more 
information on the status of the recommendations of the Medicaid 
Solutions Workgroup , please see http://dss.sdgov/. 

The Department \viii expand needed detoxification services to the central 
region of the state and also implement new behavioral health and other 
services for individuals involved in the criminal justice system in addition to 
expanding substance abuse services in a rural underserved area of the 
state as part of the Criminal Justice Initiative. 

4. What initiatives for improving efficiency of operations are planned in 
FY14? 
We continually evaluate processes to determine if enhancements can be 
made to improve efficiencies. As part of the Department's strategic plan, 
each Division within the Department is working on continuous quality 



      

improvement initiatives to improve efficiencies in operations. In addition, 
the Department will continue to review reimbursement methodologies for 
providers, state statutes and administrative rules to ensure they are up to 
date. 

5. What are the standards of performance or metrics by which you 
judge the success and efficiencies of your agency's outcomes? 
In addition to budget performance indicator information and internal 
continuous quality improvement initiatives, the Department complies with 
and exceeds various federal measures of performance. For instance, the 
South Dakota Division of Child Support is evaluated every year by the 
federal government on multiple outcomes related to child support 
enforcement and for 1 O out of the past 11 years , we were ranked #1 in 
performance of all states. Similarly, the South Dakota Medicaid program 
was evaluated this year and had the lowest error rates among states 
reviewed for both claims payment and eligibility determinations. The 
Division of Adult Services and Aging was reviewed in the last year and all 
federal requirements are being met. The Division of Child Protection 
Services was one of only 15 states to meet or exceed the federal 
requirement for case worker monthly visits to ensure ch ildren in state 
custody are safe. 

6. What funds from FY13 are planned to be applied to FY14 activities? 
Are these amounts in addition to amounts contained in the 
Governor's FY14 budget? 
As we communicated to the committee in our December 7, 2012 report, 
DSS expended the $20,000,000 general fund carryover during FY13. 
Based on current projections, DSS does not anticipate expending the 
current appropriated Medical Services budget in addition to the carryover 
funds. Since the source of the carryover was one-time funding , any 
general funds made available as a result of spending the one-time 
carryover in SFY13 will result in funds being available again on a one-time 
basis. 

7. What are your plans regarding amending the FY13 General Bill? 
A general bill amendment per BFM (HB1060) includes a revision to the 
FY13 budget for health insurance and Bureau bill ings. As outlined during 
the presentation on the Criminal Justice Initiative, HB1060 also includes a 
revision of $13,500 general funds for the rural pilot program. We will also 
be presenting information to the committee regard ing the reduction to the 
Medical Services budget of -$13,863,423 total funds (-$6 ,027,928 
general/-$7 ,835,495 federal funds). 
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